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Brief This module explores ‘Bible and context’, first, in relation to the role of the biblical
description authors’ context within biblical hermeneutics, particularly in relation to different

perspectives on the feasibility and importance of ascertaining authorial intention.
Secondly, the distinctives of the student’s context, and its impact on their interpretation
of biblical text is explored. As regards the student’s context, there is focus on the
distinctives of evangelical theology, and evangelical approaches to the Bible, to enable
the student to reflect on the extent to which they align themselves with this theological
tradition. The module also encourages critical and theological reflection on students’
own cultural context, with a focus on conceptions of human personhood and
flourishing. The module explores the role of the Bible in theological reflection and
practical theology. In covering these prime topics, the module lays important
foundations for the programme as a whole, whichever core modules are subsequently
undertaken.

Level of study

Level 7

CATS points

30

Approved base
location

Module validated for delivery at Moorlands College, Christchurch.

Restrictions

None

Indicative
syllabus

This module covers a range of topics relating to biblical hermeneutics and theological
reflection, such as: evangelical theology and approaches to Scripture, including
exegesis; the three worlds of the text; Christocentric hermeneutics; theological
interpretations of Scripture; theodrama; models of theological reflection, such as
Osmer’s Four Tasks of Practical Theology, McKitterick’s Theological Imperative model
and Collins’ Scriptural Cycle; the use of the Bible in theological reflection (considering
such issues as: the integration of theory and practice; and the location and discernment
of authority and normativity); the role of the Holy Spirit in theological reflection; theology
in four voices; contextualisation and contextual theology; theological reflection on key
features of students’ contemporary contexts, with a particular focus on conceptions of
human personhood and flourishing.

Learning
outcomes

A student passing this module should be able to:

1. demonstrate critical cognisance of their own approach to and perspective on
Christian theology;

2. demonstrate advanced methodological awareness in their interpretation of biblical
text(s), including engagement with relevant debates regarding biblical
hermeneutics;

3. reflect theologically, critically and systematically on an area of their own context
and practice.




Learning and
teaching
activities

Scheduled learning and teaching activities: 28 hours

Guided independent study: 272 hours

Mark Scheme

Postgraduate: Standard Assessment: Mark/Grade

Assessment

A: 100 %
Assignment
6,000 words or equivalent
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