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Brief description

This module enables students to understand Scripture and handle it appropriately, engaging
with robustly informed criticality in biblical interpretation, with a focus on the use of non-
biblical primary sources and secondary sources from a diversity of cultural and historical
contexts to ensure depth of analysis of the text in its original context and assessment of the
impact of the reader’s context on interpretation.

Level of study Level 6
CATS points 30
Approved base Validated
location

Restrictions None

Indicative syllabus

The module comprises:

e  Examination of the relationship between scholars’ positionality and their
interpretation of biblical text alongside assessment of the implications of differences
in interpretation;

e Overview of hermeneutical trends in history and in contemporary biblical studies,
such as source criticism, redaction criticism, and reader response;

e Exploration of contrasting approaches to biblical texts, such as evangelical, Jewish,
feminist and liberation perspectives;

e In depth analysis of Old and New Testament texts, such as Isaiah, Ezekiel, John and
James (texts already studied at Levels 4 and 5 should not be repeated).

Learning
outcomes

A student passing this module should be able to:
1. critically evaluate contrasting interpretations of a biblical text, drawing on appropriate
primary and secondary literature;
2. critically assess the relationship between scholars’ positionality and their
interpretation of biblical texts;
3. relate texts studied to contemporary contexts, demonstrating robust critical
awareness of the approach used.

Learning and
teaching activities

Scheduled learning and teaching activities: 48 hours
Guided independent study: 252 hours

Placement/study abroad: 0 hours

Mark Scheme Undergraduate: Assessed by Mark/Grade
Assessment A: 50 %
Assignment

3000 words




B: 50 %

Assignment
3000 words
Special The module has an 80% attendance requirement.
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