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Brief description

This module introduces students to biblical interpretation, with a focus on equipping students
to handle Scripture appropriately, engaging critically with those factors that inform
interpretation, such as the genre, historical and cultural context of the text, and the reader’s
context. The texts covered normally include the Synoptic Gospels and a Pauline epistle. The
module also enables students to gain an overview of the biblical timeline and geography.

Level of study

Level 4

CATS points 30
Approved base Validated
location

Restrictions None

Indicative syllabus

The module comprises:

e Introduction to evangelical approaches to interpreting Scripture, including biblical
exegesis;

e  Overview of the main biblical genres and specific interpretive features associated with
them, with a focus on narrative and epistle;

e  Overview of the biblical timeline and geography;

e Overview of the historical, cultural and social setting of the Bible through the lens of
archaeological finds, historical records, as well as documents and artefacts which
illuminate social and cultural values and practices;

e Introduction to the tools available to assist biblical studies, such as lexicons,
concordances and Bible software;

e  Exploration of the cultural and religious background to the life and ministry of Jesus
and Paul;

e  Study of the Synoptic Gospels, including an assessment of the synoptic problem, an
introduction to the distinctives of each Gospel, and a study of their key themes;

e  Critical discussion of a particular Pauline epistle.

Learning
outcomes

A student passing this module should be able to:
1. interpret biblical texts showing awareness of the factors that guide and inform
interpretation, such as the genre, historical and cultural context of the text;
2. demonstrate an awareness of the implications of biblical texts for their own context;
3. explore the significance of one key event within the Old Testament narrative.

Learning and
teaching activities

Scheduled learning and teaching activities: 48 hours
Guided independent study: 252 hours

Placement/study abroad: 0 hours




Mark Scheme Undergraduate: Standard Assessment: Mark/Grade
Assessment A: 20 %
Assignment
800 words
B: 40 %
Assignment
1600 words
c 40 %
Group Assignment
2000 words
Special The module has an 80% attendance requirement.
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